
YEAR 2, PROPER 7, TUESDAY: MASS

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  the Kings
And when the king of  Assyria heard concerning 
Tirha'kah king of  Ethiopia, “Behold, he has set out to 
fight against you,” he sent messengers again to 
Hezeki'ah, saying, “Thus shall you speak to Hezeki'ah 
king of  Judah: ‘Do not let your God on whom you 
rely deceive you by promising that Jerusalem will not 
be given into the hand of  the king of  Assyria. Behold, 
you have heard what the kings of  Assyria have done to
all lands, destroying them utterly. And shall you be 
delivered?’ ” Hezeki'ah received the letter from the 
hand of  the messengers, and read it; and Hezeki'ah 
went up to the house of  the LORD, and spread it 
before the LORD. And Hezeki'ah prayed before the 
LORD, and said: “O LORD the God of  Israel, who art 
enthroned above the cherubim, thou art the God, 
thou alone, of  all the kingdoms of  the earth; thou hast
made heaven and earth. Incline thy ear, O LORD, and 
hear; open thy eyes, O LORD, and see; and hear the 
words of  Sennach'erib, which he has sent to mock the 
living God. So now, O LORD our God, save us, I 
beseech thee, from his hand, that all the kingdoms of  
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the earth may know that thou, O LORD, art God 
alone.” Then Isaiah the son of  Amoz sent to 
Hezeki'ah, saying, “Therefore thus says the LORD 
concerning the king of  Assyria, He shall not come 
into this city or shoot an arrow there, or come before 
it with a shield or cast up a siege mound against it. By 
the way that he came, by the same he shall return, and 
he shall not come into this city, says the LORD. For I 
will defend this city to save it, for my own sake and for
the sake of  my servant David.” And that night the 
angel of  the LORD went forth, and slew a hundred and
eighty-five thousand in the camp of  the Assyrians; and
when men arose early in the morning, behold, these 
were all dead bodies. Then Sennach'erib king of  
Assyria departed, and went home, and dwelt at 
Nin'eveh.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

Psalm 48: 1–7
The Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 48, verses 1 through 7,
found in the red Prayer Book on page 651.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)
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1 Great is the LORD, and highly to be praised; *
   in the city of  our God is his holy hill.

2 Beautiful and lofty, the joy of  all the earth, is the 
hill of  Zion, *

  the very center of  the world and the city of  the 
great King.

3 God is in her citadels; *
   he is known to be her sure refuge.
 
4 Behold, the kings of  the earth assembled *
   and marched forward together.
 
5 They looked and were astounded; *
   they retreated and fled in terror.
 
6 Trembling seized them there; *
   they writhed like a woman in childbirth,

  like ships of  the sea when the east wind shatters 
them.

 
7 As we have heard, so have we seen,

in the city of  the LORD of  hosts, in the city of  our
God; *

   God has established her for ever.
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The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.

The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader Give me understanding, O Lord, *

  and I shall keep your law with all my 
heart.

People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.

The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Minister  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Jesus said, “Do not give dogs what is holy; and do not 
throw your pearls before swine, lest they trample them
under foot and turn to attack you. Whatever you wish 
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that men would do to you, do so to them; for this is 
the law and the prophets. Enter by the narrow gate; 
for the gate is wide and the way is easy, that leads to 
destruction, and those who enter by it are many. For 
the gate is narrow and the way is hard, that leads to 
life, and those who find it are few.” Not every one who
says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of  
heaven, but he who does the will of  my Father who is 
in heaven.”
The Minister says The Gospel of  the Lord.
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