
YEAR 2, PROPER 8, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Numbers
Then the people of  Israel set out, and encamped in 
the plains of  Moab beyond the Jordan at Jericho.  And
Ba'lak the son of  Zippor saw all that Israel had done 
to the Amorites. And Moab was in great dread of  the 
people, because they were many; Moab was overcome 
with fear of  the people of  Israel. And Moab said to 
the elders of  Mid'ian, “This horde will now lick up all 
that is round about us, as the ox licks up the grass of  
the field.” So Ba'lak the son of  Zippor, who was king 
of  Moab at that time, sent messengers to Ba'laam the 
son of  Be'or at Pe'thor, which is near the River, in the 
land of  A'maw to call him, saying, “Behold, a people 
has come out of  Egypt; they cover the face of  the 
earth, and they are dwelling opposite me. Come now, 
curse this people for me, since they are too mighty for 
me; perhaps I shall be able to defeat them and drive 
them from the land; for I know that he whom you 
bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed.” So 
the elders of  Moab and the elders of  Mid'ian departed
with the fees for divination in their hand; and they 
came to Ba'laam, and gave him Ba'lak’s message. And 
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he said to them, “Lodge here this night, and I will 
bring back word to you, as the LORD speaks to me”; 
so the princes of  Moab stayed with Ba'laam. And God
came to Ba'laam and said, “Who are these men with 
you?” And Ba'laam said to God, “Ba'lak the son of  
Zippor, king of  Moab, has sent to me, saying, ‘Behold,
a people has come out of  Egypt, and it covers the face
of  the earth; now come, curse them for me; perhaps I 
shall be able to fight against them and drive them 
out.’ ” God said to Ba'laam, “You shall not go with 
them; you shall not curse the people, for they are 
blessed.” So Ba'laam rose in the morning, and said to 
the princes of  Ba'lak, “Go to your own land; for the 
LORD has refused to let me go with you.” So the 
princes of  Moab rose and went to Ba'lak, and said, 
“Ba'laam refuses to come with us.” Once again Ba'lak 
sent princes, more in number and more honorable 
than they. And they came to Ba'laam and said to him, 
“Thus says Ba'lak the son of  Zippor: ‘Let nothing 
hinder you from coming to me; for I will surely do you
great honor, and whatever you say to me I will do; 
come, curse this people for me.’ ” But Ba'laam 
answered and said to the servants of  Ba'lak, “Though 
Ba'lak were to give me his house full of  silver and 
gold, I could not go beyond the command of  the 
LORD my God, to do less or more. Pray, now, tarry 
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here this night also, that I may know what more the 
LORD will say to me.” And God came to Ba'laam at 
night and said to him, “If  the men have come to call 
you, rise, go with them; but only what I bid you, that 
shall you do.” So Ba'laam rose in the morning, and 
saddled his ass, and went with the princes of  Moab.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
And Jesus entered the temple of  God and drove out 
all who sold and bought in the temple, and he 
overturned the tables of  the money-changers and the 
seats of  those who sold pigeons. He said to them, “It 
is written, ‘My house shall be called a house of  prayer’;
but you make it a den of  robbers.” And the blind and 
the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed 
them. But when the chief  priests and the scribes saw 
the wonderful things that he did, and the children 
crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of  
David!” they were indignant; and they said to him, 
“Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said 
to them, “Yes; have you never read, ‘Out of  the mouth
of  babes and sucklings thou hast brought perfect 
praise’?” And leaving them, he went out of  the city to 
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Bethany and lodged there. In the morning, as he was 
returning to the city, he was hungry. And seeing a fig 
tree by the wayside he went to it, and found nothing 
on it but leaves only. And he said to it, “May no fruit 
ever come from you again!” And the fig tree withered 
at once. When the disciples saw it they marveled, 
saying, “How did the fig tree wither at once?” And 
Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if  you have 
faith and never doubt, you will not only do what has 
been done to the fig tree, but even if  you say to this 
mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ it will be
done. And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive,
if  you have faith.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

YEAR 2, PROPER 8, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

NUMBERS 22:1–21; MATTHEW 21:12–22


	A Reading from Numbers
	The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
	A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew


