
YEAR 2, PROPER 8, WEDNESDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Numbers
And on the morrow Ba'lak took Ba'laam and brought 
him up to Ba'moth-ba'al; and from there he saw the 
nearest of  the people. And Ba'laam said to Ba'lak, 
“Build for me here seven altars, and provide for me 
here seven bulls and seven rams.” Ba'lak did as Ba'laam
had said; and Ba'lak and Ba'laam offered on each altar 
a bull and a ram. And Ba'laam said to Ba'lak, “Stand 
beside your burnt offering, and I will go; perhaps the 
LORD will come to meet me; and whatever he shows 
me I will tell you.” And he went to a bare height. And 
God met Ba'laam; and Ba'laam said to him, “I have 
prepared the seven altars, and I have offered upon 
each altar a bull and a ram.” And the LORD put a word
in Ba'laam’s mouth, and said, “Return to Ba'lak, and 
thus you shall speak.” And he returned to him, and lo, 
he and all the princes of  Moab were standing beside 
his burnt offering. And Ba'laam took up his discourse, 
and said, “From Ar'am Ba'lak has brought me, the 
king of  Moab from the eastern mountains: ‘Come, 
curse Jacob for me, and come, denounce Israel!’ How 
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can I curse whom God has not cursed? How can I 
denounce whom the LORD has not denounced? For 
from the top of  the mountains I see him, from the 
hills I behold him; lo, a people dwelling alone, and not 
reckoning itself  among the nations! Who can count 
the dust of  Jacob, or number the fourth part of  Israel?
Let me die the death of  the righteous, and let my end 
be like his!” And Ba'lak said to Ba'laam, “What have 
you done to me? I took you to curse my enemies, and 
behold, you have done nothing but bless them.” And 
he answered, “Must I not take heed to speak what the 
LORD puts in my mouth?”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Jesus said to the chief  priests and the elders of  the 
people, “Hear another parable. There was a 
householder who planted a vineyard, and set a hedge 
around it, and dug a wine press in it, and built a tower, 
and let it out to tenants, and went into another 
country. When the season of  fruit drew near, he sent 
his servants to the tenants, to get his fruit; and the 
tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, 
and stoned another. Again he sent other servants, 
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more than the first; and they did the same to them. 
Afterward he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will 
respect my son.’ But when the tenants saw the son, 
they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us 
kill him and have his inheritance.’ And they took him 
and cast him out of  the vineyard, and killed him. 
When therefore the owner of  the vineyard comes, 
what will he do to those tenants?” The chief  priests 
and elders of  the people said to him, “He will put 
those wretches to a miserable death, and let out the 
vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits 
in their seasons.” Jesus said to them, “Have you never 
read in the scriptures: ‘The very stone which the 
builders rejected has become the head of  the corner; 
this was the Lord’s doing, and it is marvelous in our 
eyes’? Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of  God will 
be taken away from you and given to a nation 
producing the fruits of  it.” When the chief  priests and
the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he
was speaking about them. But when they tried to 
arrest him, they feared the multitudes, because they 
held him to be a prophet.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

YEAR 2, PROPER 8, WEDNESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

NUMBERS 22:41–23:12; MATTHEW 21:33–46


	A Reading from Numbers
	The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

