
YEAR 2, PROPER 8, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Numbers
Ba'lak said to Ba'laam, “What have you done to me? I 
took you to curse my enemies, and behold, you have 
done nothing but bless them.” And he answered, 
“Must I not take heed to speak what the LORD puts in
my mouth?” And Ba'lak said to him, “Come with me 
to another place, from which you may see them; you 
shall see only the nearest of  them, and shall not see 
them all; then curse them for me from there.” And he 
took him to the field of  Zo'phim, to the top of  
Pisgah, and built seven altars, and offered a bull and a 
ram on each altar. Ba'laam said to Ba'lak, “Stand here 
beside your burnt offering, while I meet the LORD 
yonder.” And the LORD met Ba'laam, and put a word 
in his mouth, and said, “Return to Ba'lak, and thus 
shall you speak.” And he came to him, and, lo, he was 
standing beside his burnt offering, and the princes of  
Moab with him. And Ba'lak said to him, “What has the
LORD spoken?” And Ba'laam took up his discourse, 
and said, “Rise, Ba'lak, and hear; hearken to me, O son
of  Zippor: God is not man, that he should lie, or a 
son of  man, that he should repent. Has he said, and 
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will he not do it? Or has he spoken, and will he not 
fulfil it? Behold, I received a command to bless: he has
blessed, and I cannot revoke it. He has not beheld 
misfortune in Jacob; nor has he seen trouble in Israel. 
The LORD their God is with them, and the shout of  a 
king is among them. God brings them out of  Egypt; 
they have as it were the horns of  the wild ox. For 
there is no enchantment against Jacob, no divination 
against Israel; now it shall be said of  Jacob and Israel, 
‘What has God wrought!’ Behold, a people! As a 
lioness it rises up and as a lion it lifts itself; it does not 
lie down till it devours the prey, and drinks the blood 
of  the slain.” And Ba'lak said to Ba'laam, “Neither 
curse them at all, nor bless them at all.” But Ba'laam 
answered Ba'lak, “Did I not tell you, ‘All that the 
LORD says, that I must do’?”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
And again Jesus spoke to the chief  priests and 
Pharisees in parables, saying, “The kingdom of  heaven
may be compared to a king who gave a marriage feast 
for his son, and sent his servants to call those who 
were invited to the marriage feast; but they would not 
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come. Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those 
who are invited, Behold, I have made ready my dinner,
my oxen and my fat calves are killed, and everything is 
ready; come to the marriage feast.’ But they made light
of  it and went off, one to his farm, another to his 
business, while the rest seized his servants, treated 
them shamefully, and killed them. The king was angry, 
and he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers 
and burned their city. Then he said to his servants, 
‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not 
worthy. Go therefore to the thoroughfares, and invite 
to the marriage feast as many as you find.’ And those 
servants went out into the streets and gathered all 
whom they found, both bad and good; so the wedding
hall was filled with guests. But when the king came in 
to look at the guests, he saw there a man who had no 
wedding garment; and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did
you get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he 
was speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, 
‘Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into the outer 
darkness; there men will weep and gnash their teeth.’ 
For many are called, but few are chosen.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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