
YEAR 2, PROPER 9, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
And Samuel said to Saul, “The LORD sent me to 
anoint you king over his people Israel; now therefore 
hearken to the words of  the LORD. Thus says the 
LORD of  hosts, ‘I will punish what Am'alek did to 
Israel in opposing them on the way, when they came 
up out of  Egypt. Now go and smite Am'alek, and 
utterly destroy all that they have; do not spare them, 
but kill both man and woman, infant and suckling, ox 
and sheep, camel and ass.’ ” And Saul defeated the 
Amal'ekites, from Hav'ilah as far as Shur, which is east 
of  Egypt. And he took A'gag the king of  the 
Amal'ekites alive, and utterly destroyed all the people 
with the edge of  the sword. But Saul and the people 
spared A'gag, and the best of  the sheep and of  the 
oxen and of  the fatlings, and the lambs, and all that 
was good, and would not utterly destroy them; all that 
was despised and worthless they utterly destroyed. The
word of  the LORD came to Samuel: “I repent that I 
have made Saul king; for he has turned back from 
following me, and has not performed my 
commandments.” And Samuel was angry; and he cried
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to the LORD all night. And Samuel rose early to meet 
Saul in the morning; and it was told Samuel, “Saul 
came to Carmel, and behold, he set up a monument 
for himself  and turned, and passed on, and went down
to Gilgal.” And Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to 
him, “Blessed be you to the LORD; I have performed 
the commandment of  the LORD.” And Samuel said, 
“What then is this bleating of  the sheep in my ears, 
and the lowing of  the oxen which I hear?” Saul said, 
“They have brought them from the Amal'ekites; for 
the people spared the best of  the sheep and of  the 
oxen, to sacrifice to the LORD your God; and the rest 
we have utterly destroyed.” Then Samuel said to Saul, 
“Stop!  I will tell you what the LORD said to me this 
night.” And he said to him, “Say on.” And Samuel 
said, “Though you are little in your own eyes, are you 
not the head of  the tribes of  Israel? The LORD 
anointed you king over Israel. And the LORD sent you 
on a mission, and said, ‘Go, utterly destroy the sinners,
the Amal'ekites, and fight against them until they are 
consumed.’ Why then did you not obey the voice of  
the LORD? Why did you swoop on the spoil, and do 
what was evil in the sight of  the LORD?” And Saul 
said to Samuel, “I have obeyed the voice of  the LORD,
I have gone on the mission on which the LORD sent 
me, I have brought A'gag the king of  Am'alek, and I 
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have utterly destroyed the Amal'ekites. But the people 
took of  the spoil, sheep and oxen, the best of  the 
things devoted to destruction, to sacrifice to the LORD
your God in Gilgal.” And Samuel said, “Has the LORD

as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in 
obeying the voice of  the LORD? Behold, to obey is 
better than sacrifice, and to hearken than the fat of  
rams. For rebellion is as the sin of  divination, and 
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you 
have rejected the word of  the LORD, he has also 
rejected you from being king.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do
not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit 
himself  intercedes for us with sighs too deep for 
words. And he who searches the hearts of  men knows 
what is the mind of  the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of  God. 
We know that in everything God works for good with 
those who love him, who are called according to his 
purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the image of  his Son, 
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in order that he might be the first-born among many 
brethren. And those whom he predestined he also 
called; and those whom he called he also justified; and 
those whom he justified he also glorified.
The Reader concludes: The Word of  the Lord.
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