
YEAR 2, PROPER 9, WEDNESDAY: 
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begin
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve 
over Saul, seeing I have rejected him from being king 
over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go; I will send 
you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for 
myself  a king among his sons.” And Samuel said, 
“How can I go? If  Saul hears it, he will kill me.” And 
the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I 
have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ And invite Jesse 
to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; 
and you shall anoint for me him whom I name to 
you.” Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and 
came to Bethlehem. The elders of  the city came to 
meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come 
peaceably?” And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to 
sacrifice to the LORD; consecrate yourselves, and come
with me to the sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse 
and his sons, and invited them to the sacrifice. When 
they came, he looked on Eli'ab and thought, “Surely 
the LORD’S anointed is before him.” But the LORD 
said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on 
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the height of  his stature, because I have rejected him; 
for the LORD sees not as man sees; man looks on the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the 
heart.” Then Jesse called Abin'adab, and made him 
pass before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the 
LORD chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Sham'mah 
pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen 
this one.” And Jesse made seven of  his sons pass 
before Samuel. And Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD 
has not chosen these.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Are 
all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet 
the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.” 
And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and fetch him; for we 
will not sit down till he comes here.” And he sent, and 
brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful 
eyes, and was handsome. And the LORD said, “Arise, 
anoint him; for this is he.” Then Samuel took the horn
of  oil, and anointed him in the midst of  his brothers; 
and the Spirit of  the LORD came mightily upon David 
from that day forward. And Samuel rose up, and went 
to Ra'mah.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
I am speaking the truth in Christ, I am not lying; my 
conscience bears me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I 
have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 
For I could wish that I myself  were accursed and cut 
off  from Christ for the sake of  my brethren, my 
kinsmen by race. They are Israelites, and to them 
belong the sonship, the glory, the covenants, the giving
of  the law, the worship, and the promises; to them 
belong the patriarchs, and of  their race, according to 
the flesh, is the Christ. God who is over all be blessed 
for ever. Amen. But it is not as though the word of  
God had failed. For not all who are descended from 
Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children of  
Abraham because they are his descendants; but 
“Through Isaac shall your descendants be named.” 
This means that it is not the children of  the flesh who 
are the children of  God, but the children of  the 
promise are reckoned as descendants. For this is what 
the promise said, “About this time I will return and 
Sarah shall have a son.” And not only so, but also 
when Rebecca had conceived children by one man, our
forefather Isaac, though they were not yet born and 
had done nothing either good or bad, in order that 
God’s purpose of  election might continue, not 
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because of  works but because of  his call, she was told,
“The elder will serve the younger.” As it is written, 
“Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” What shall we say 
then? Is there injustice on God’s part? By no means! 
For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I 
have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I 
have compassion.” So it depends not upon man’s will 
or exertion, but upon God’s mercy. For the scripture 
says to Pharaoh, “I have raised you up for the very 
purpose of  showing my power in you, so that my 
name may be proclaimed in all the earth.” So then he 
has mercy upon whomever he wills, and he hardens 
the heart of  whomever he wills.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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