
YEAR 2, PROPER 10, THURSDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Joshua
So, when the people set out from their tents, to pass 
over the Jordan with the priests bearing the ark of  the 
covenant before the people, and when those who bore
the ark had come to the Jordan, and the feet of  the 
priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of  the 
water (the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout 
the time of  harvest), the waters coming down from 
above stood and rose up in a heap far off, at Adam, 
the city that is beside Zar'ethan, and those flowing 
down toward the sea of  the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were 
wholly cut off; and the people passed over opposite 
Jericho. And while all Israel were passing over on dry 
ground, the priests who bore the ark of  the covenant 
of  the LORD stood on dry ground in the midst of  the 
Jordan, until all the nation finished passing over the 
Jordan. When all the nation had finished passing over 
the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua, “Take twelve 
men from the people, from each tribe a man, and 
command them, ‘Take twelve stones from here out of  
the midst of  the Jordan, from the very place where the
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priests’ feet stood, and carry them over with you, and 
lay them down in the place where you lodge tonight.’ ”
Then Joshua called the twelve men from the people of
Israel, whom he had appointed, a man from each tribe;
and Joshua said to them, “Pass on before the ark of  
the LORD your God into the midst of  the Jordan, and 
take up each of  you a stone upon his shoulder, 
according to the number of  the tribes of  the people 
of  Israel, that this may be a sign among you, when 
your children ask in time to come, ‘What do those 
stones mean to you?’ Then you shall tell them that the 
waters of  the Jordan were cut off  before the ark of  
the covenant of  the LORD; when it passed over the 
Jordan, the waters of  the Jordan were cut off. So these
stones shall be to the people of  Israel a memorial for 
ever.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to 
his disciples, “You know that after two days the 
Passover is coming, and the Son of  man will be 
delivered up to be crucified.” Then the chief  priests 
and the elders of  the people gathered in the palace of  
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the high priest, who was called Cai'aphas, and took 
counsel together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and 
kill him. But they said, “Not during the feast, lest there
be a tumult among the people.” Now when Jesus was 
at Bethany in the house of  Simon the leper, a woman 
came up to him with an alabaster flask of  very 
expensive ointment, and she poured it on his head, as 
he sat at table. But when the disciples saw it, they were
indignant, saying, “Why this waste? For this ointment 
might have been sold for a large sum, and given to the 
poor.” But Jesus, aware of  this, said to them, “Why do 
you trouble the woman? For she has done a beautiful 
thing to me. For you always have the poor with you, 
but you will not always have me. In pouring this 
ointment on my body she has done it to prepare me 
for burial. Truly, I say to you, wherever this gospel is 
preached in the whole world, what she has done will 
be told in memory of  her.” Then one of  the twelve, 
who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief  priests
and said, “What will you give me if  I deliver him to 
you?” And they paid him thirty pieces of  silver. And 
from that moment he sought an opportunity to betray 
him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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