
YEAR 2, PROPER 11, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Joshua
On the seventh day the people of  Israel rose early at 
the dawn of  day, and marched around Jericho in the 
same manner seven times: it was only on that day that 
they marched around the city seven times. And at the 
seventh time, when the priests had blown the 
trumpets, Joshua said to the people, “Shout; for the 
LORD has given you the city. And the city and all that 
is within it shall be devoted to the LORD for 
destruction; only Ra'hab the harlot and all who are 
with her in her house shall live, because she hid the 
messengers that we sent. But you, keep yourselves 
from the things devoted to destruction, lest when you 
have devoted them you take any of  the devoted things 
and make the camp of  Israel a thing for destruction, 
and bring trouble upon it. But all silver and gold, and 
vessels of  bronze and iron, are sacred to the LORD; 
they shall go into the treasury of  the LORD.” So the 
people shouted, and the trumpets were blown. As 
soon as the people heard the sound of  the trumpet, 
the people raised a great shout, and the wall fell down 
flat, so that the people went up into the city, every 
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man straight before him, and they took the city. Then 
they utterly destroyed all in the city, both men and 
women, young and old, oxen, sheep, and asses, with 
the edge of  the sword. And Joshua said to the two 
men who had spied out the land, “Go into the harlot’s 
house, and bring out from it the woman, and all who 
belong to her, as you swore to her.” So the young men 
who had been spies went in, and brought out Ra'hab, 
and her father and mother and brothers and all who 
belonged to her; and they brought all her kindred, and 
set them outside the camp of  Israel. And they burned 
the city with fire, and all within it; only the silver and 
gold, and the vessels of  bronze and of  iron, they put 
into the treasury of  the house of  the LORD. But 
Ra'hab the harlot, and her father’s household, and all 
who belonged to her, Joshua saved alive; and she dwelt
in Israel to this day, because she hid the messengers 
whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. Joshua laid an 
oath upon them at that time, saying, “Cursed before 
the LORD be the man that rises up and rebuilds this 
city, Jericho. At the cost of  his first-born shall he lay its
foundation, and at the cost of  his youngest son shall 
he set up its gates.” So the LORD was with Joshua; and
his fame was in all the land.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
And when Jesus returned to Caper'na-um after some 
days, it was reported that he was at home. And many 
were gathered together, so that there was no longer 
room for them, not even about the door; and he was 
preaching the word to them. And they came, bringing 
to him a paralytic carried by four men. And when they 
could not get near him because of  the crowd, they 
removed the roof  above him; and when they had 
made an opening, they let down the pallet on which 
the paralytic lay. And when Jesus saw their faith, he 
said to the paralytic, “My son, your sins are forgiven.” 
Now some of  the scribes were sitting there, 
questioning in their hearts, “Why does this man speak 
thus? It is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins but God 
alone?” And immediately Jesus, perceiving in his spirit 
that they thus questioned within themselves, said to 
them, “Why do you question thus in your hearts? 
Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘Your sins are 
forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your pallet and walk’?
But that you may know that the Son of  man has 
authority on earth to forgive sins”—he said to the 
paralytic—“I say to you, rise, take up your pallet and 
go home.” And he rose, and immediately took up the 
pallet and went out before them all; so that they were 
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all amazed and glorified God, saying, “We never saw 
anything like this!”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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