
YEAR 2, PROPER 12, WEDNESDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

E'hud EE-hud
Ge'ra GEE-ruh (“G” is hard)
Se-i'rah see-IGH-ruh

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Judges
And the people of  Israel again did what was evil in the
sight of  the LORD; and the LORD strengthened Eglon 
the king of  Moab against Israel, because they had 
done what was evil in the sight of  the LORD. He 
gathered to himself  the Ammonites and the 
Amal'ekites, and went and defeated Israel; and they 
took possession of  the city of  palms. And the people 
of  Israel served Eglon the king of  Moab eighteen 
years. But when the people of  Israel cried to the 
LORD, the LORD raised up for them a deliverer, E'hud,
the son of  Ge'ra, the Benjaminite, a left-handed man. 
The people of  Israel sent tribute by him to Eglon the 
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king of  Moab. And E'hud made for himself  a sword 
with two edges, a cubit in length; and he girded it on 
his right thigh under his clothes. And he presented the 
tribute to Eglon king of  Moab. Now Eglon was a very
fat man. And when E'hud had finished presenting the 
tribute, he sent away the people that carried the 
tribute. But he himself  turned back at the sculptured 
stones near Gilgal, and said, “I have a secret message 
for you, O king.” And he commanded, “Silence.” And 
all his attendants went out from his presence. And 
E'hud came to him, as he was sitting alone in his cool 
roof  chamber. And E'hud said, “I have a message 
from God for you.” And he arose from his seat. And 
E'hud reached with his left hand, took the sword from
his right thigh, and thrust it into his belly; and the hilt 
also went in after the blade, and the fat closed over the
blade, for he did not draw the sword out of  his belly; 
and the dirt came out. Then E'hud went out into the 
vestibule, and closed the doors of  the roof  chamber 
upon him, and locked them.  When he had gone, the 
servants came; and when they saw that the doors of  
the roof  chamber were locked, they thought, “He is 
only relieving himself  in the closet of  the cool 
chamber.” And they waited till they were utterly at a 
loss; but when he still did not open the doors of  the 
roof  chamber, they took the key and opened them; 
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and there lay their lord dead on the floor. E'hud 
escaped while they delayed, and passed beyond the 
sculptured stones, and escaped to Se-i'rah. When he 
arrived, he sounded the trumpet in the hill country of  
E'phraim; and the people of  Israel went down with 
him from the hill country, having him at their head. 
And he said to them, “Follow after me; for the LORD 
has given your enemies the Moabites into your hand.” 
So they went down after him, and seized the fords of  
the Jordan against the Moabites, and allowed not a 
man to pass over. And they killed at that time about 
ten thousand of  the Moabites, all strong, able-bodied 
men; not a man escaped. So Moab was subdued that 
day under the hand of  Israel. And the land had rest 
for eighty years.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Eli, Eli, lama sabach-tha'ni
AY-lee-AY-lee-lah-mah-sah-bahk-TAH-nee

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Matthew
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all 
the land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth 
hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lama 
sabach-tha'ni?” that is, “My God, my God, why hast 
thou forsaken me?” And some of  the bystanders 
hearing it said, “This man is calling Eli'jah.” And one 
of  them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with 
vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave it to him to 
drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see whether 
Eli'jah will come to save him.” And Jesus cried again 
with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. And 
behold, the curtain of  the temple was torn in two, 
from top to bottom; and the earth shook, and the 
rocks were split; the tombs also were opened, and 
many bodies of  the saints who had fallen asleep were 
raised, and coming out of  the tombs after his 
resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared 
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to many. When the centurion and those who were with
him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and
what took place, they were filled with awe, and said, 
“Truly this was the Son of  God!”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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