
YEAR 2, PROPER 13, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  Samuel
And the LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to 
him, and said to him, “There were two men in a 
certain city, the one rich and the other poor. The rich 
man had very many flocks and herds; but the poor 
man had nothing but one little ewe lamb, which he had
bought. And he brought it up, and it grew up with him
and with his children; it used to eat of  his morsel, and 
drink from his cup, and lie in his bosom, and it was 
like a daughter to him. Now there came a traveler to 
the rich man, and he was unwilling to take one of  his 
own flock or herd to prepare for the wayfarer who had
come to him, but he took the poor man’s lamb, and 
prepared it for the man who had come to him.” Then 
David’s anger was greatly kindled against the man; and
he said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the man who 
has done this deserves to die; and he shall restore the 
lamb fourfold, because he did this thing, and because 
he had no pity.” Nathan said to David, “You are the 
man. Thus says the LORD, the God of  Israel, ‘I 
anointed you king over Israel, and I delivered you out 
of  the hand of  Saul; and I gave you your master’s 
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house, and your master’s wives into your bosom, and 
gave you the house of  Israel and of  Judah; and if  this 
were too little, I would add to you as much more. Why
have you despised the word of  the LORD, to do what 
is evil in his sight? You have smitten Uri'ah the Hittite 
with the sword, and have taken his wife to be your 
wife, and have slain him with the sword of  the 
Ammonites. Now therefore the sword shall never 
depart from your house, because you have despised 
me, and have taken the wife of  Uri'ah the Hittite to be
your wife.’ Thus says the LORD, ‘Behold, I will raise up
evil against you out of  your own house; and I will take
your wives before your eyes, and give them to your 
neighbor, and he shall lie with your wives in the sight 
of  this sun. For you did it secretly; but I will do this 
thing before all Israel, and before the sun.’ ” David 
said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the LORD.” And
Nathan said to David, “The LORD also has put away 
your sin; you shall not die. Nevertheless, because by 
this deed you have utterly scorned the LORD, the child 
that is born to you shall die.” Then Nathan went to his
house.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
Now when the rulers and elders and scribes saw the 
boldness of  Peter and John, and perceived that they 
were uneducated, common men, they wondered; and 
they recognized that they had been with Jesus. But 
seeing the man that had been healed standing beside 
them, they had nothing to say in opposition. But when
they had commanded them to go aside out of  the 
council, they conferred with one another, saying, 
“What shall we do with these men? For that a notable 
sign has been performed through them is manifest to 
all the inhabitants of  Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it.
But in order that it may spread no further among the 
people, let us warn them to speak no more to any one 
in this name.” So they called them and charged them 
not to speak or teach at all in the name of  Jesus. But 
Peter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in 
the sight of  God to listen to you rather than to God, 
you must judge; for we cannot but speak of  what we 
have seen and heard.” And when they had further 
threatened them, they let them go, finding no way to 
punish them, because of  the people; for all men 
praised God for what had happened. For the man on 
whom this sign of  healing was performed was more 
than forty years old. When they were released they 
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went to their friends and reported what the chief  
priests and the elders had said to them. And when they
heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and 
said, “Sovereign Lord, who didst make the heaven and
the earth and the sea and everything in them, who by 
the mouth of  our father David, thy servant, didst say 
by the Holy Spirit, ‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the 
peoples imagine vain things? The kings of  the earth 
set themselves in array, and the rulers were gathered 
together, against the Lord and against his Anointed’—
for truly in this city there were gathered together 
against thy holy servant Jesus, whom thou didst 
anoint, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the 
Gentiles and the peoples of  Israel, to do whatever thy 
hand and thy plan had predestined to take place. And 
now, Lord, look upon their threats, and grant to thy 
servants to speak thy word with all boldness, while 
thou stretchest out thy hand to heal, and signs and 
wonders are performed through the name of  thy holy 
servant Jesus.” And when they had prayed, the place in
which they were gathered together was shaken; and 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the 
word of  God with boldness.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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