
YEAR 2, PROPER 13, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  Samuel
And the LORD struck the child that Uri'ah’s wife bore 
to David, and it became sick. David therefore 
besought God for the child; and David fasted, and 
went in and lay all night upon the ground. And the 
elders of  his house stood beside him, to raise him 
from the ground; but he would not, nor did he eat 
food with them. On the seventh day the child died. 
And the servants of  David feared to tell him that the 
child was dead; for they said, “Behold, while the child 
was yet alive, we spoke to him, and he did not listen to
us; how then can we say to him the child is dead? He 
may do himself  some harm.” But when David saw 
that his servants were whispering together, David 
perceived that the child was dead; and David said to 
his servants, “Is the child dead?” They said, “He is 
dead.” Then David arose from the earth, and washed, 
and anointed himself, and changed his clothes; and he 
went into the house of  the LORD, and worshiped; he 
then went to his own house; and when he asked, they 
set food before him, and he ate. Then his servants said
to him, “What is this thing that you have done? You 
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fasted and wept for the child while it was alive; but 
when the child died, you arose and ate food.” He said, 
“While the child was still alive, I fasted and wept; for I 
said, ‘Who knows whether the LORD will be gracious 
to me, that the child may live?’ But now he is dead; 
why should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall 
go to him, but he will not return to me.” Then David 
comforted his wife, Bathshe'ba, and went in to her, 
and lay with her; and she bore a son, and he called his 
name Solomon. And the LORD loved him, and sent a 
message by Nathan the prophet; so he called his name 
Jedidi'ah, because of  the LORD. Now Jo'ab fought 
against Rabbah of  the Ammonites, and took the royal 
city. And Jo'ab sent messengers to David, and said, “I 
have fought against Rab'bah; moreover, I have taken 
the city of  waters. Now, then, gather the rest of  the 
people together, and encamp against the city, and take 
it; lest I take the city, and it be called by my name.” So 
David gathered all the people together and went to 
Rab'bah, and fought against it and took it. And he 
took the crown of  their king from his head; the weight
of  it was a talent of  gold, and in it was a precious 
stone; and it was placed on David’s head. And he 
brought forth the spoil of  the city, a very great 
amount. And he brought forth the people who were in
it, and set them to labor with saws and iron picks and 
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iron axes, and made them toil at the brick kilns; and 
thus he did to all the cities of  the Ammonites. Then 
David and all the people returned to Jerusalem.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
Now the company of  those who believed were of  one
heart and soul, and no one said that any of  the things 
which he possessed was his own, but they had 
everything in common. And with great power the 
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of  the
Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. There 
was not a needy person among them, for as many as 
were possessors of  lands or houses sold them, and 
brought the proceeds of  what was sold and laid it at 
the apostles’ feet; and distribution was made to each as
any had need. Thus Joseph who was surnamed by the 
apostles Barnabas (which means, Son of  
encouragement), a Levite, a native of  Cyprus, sold a 
field which belonged to him, and brought the money 
and laid it at the apostles’ feet. But a man named 
Anani'as with his wife Sapphi'ra sold a piece of  
property, and with his wife’s knowledge he kept back 
some of  the proceeds, and brought only a part and 
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laid it at the apostles’ feet. But Peter said, “Anani'as, 
why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit 
and to keep back part of  the proceeds of  the land? 
While it remained unsold, did it not remain your own? 
And after it was sold, was it not at your disposal? How
is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? 
You have not lied to men but to God.” When Anani'as
heard these words, he fell down and died. And great 
fear came upon all who heard of  it. The young men 
rose and wrapped him up and carried him out and 
buried him. After an interval of  about three hours his 
wife came in, not knowing what had happened. And 
Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you sold the land 
for so much.” And she said, “Yes, for so much.” But 
Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed 
together to tempt the Spirit of  the Lord? Hark, the 
feet of  those that have buried your husband are at the 
door, and they will carry you out.” Immediately she 
fell down at his feet and died. When the young men 
came in they found her dead, and they carried her out 
and buried her beside her husband. And great fear 
came upon the whole church, and upon all who heard 
of  these things.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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