
YEAR 2, PROPER 14, SATURDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Judges
Samson went to Ga'za, and there he saw a harlot, and 
he went in to her. The Ga'zites were told, “Samson has
come here,” and they surrounded the place and lay in 
wait for him all night at the gate of  the city. They kept 
quiet all night, saying, “Let us wait till the light of  the 
morning; then we will kill him.” But Samson lay till 
midnight, and at midnight he arose and took hold of  
the doors of  the gate of  the city and the two posts, 
and pulled them up, bar and all, and put them on his 
shoulders and carried them to the top of  the hill that 
is before He'bron. After this he loved a woman in the 
valley of  Sorek, whose name was Deli'lah. And the 
lords of  the Philistines came to her and said to her, 
“Entice him, and see wherein his great strength lies, 
and by what means we may overpower him, that we 
may bind him to subdue him; and we will each give 
you eleven hundred pieces of  silver.” And Deli'lah said
to Samson, “Please tell me wherein your great strength
lies, and how you might be bound, that one could 
subdue you.” And Samson said to her, “If  they bind 
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me with seven fresh bowstrings which have not been 
dried, then I shall become weak, and be like any other 
man.” Then the lords of  the Philistines brought her 
seven fresh bowstrings which had not been dried, and 
she bound him with them. Now she had men lying in 
wait in an inner chamber. And she said to him, “The 
Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But he snapped the
bowstrings, as a string of  tow snaps when it touches 
the fire. So the secret of  his strength was not known. 
And Deli'lah said to Samson, “Behold, you have 
mocked me, and told me lies; please tell me how you 
might be bound.” And he said to her, “If  they bind 
me with new ropes that have not been used, then I 
shall become weak, and be like any other man.” So 
Deli'lah took new ropes and bound him with them, 
and said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, 
Samson!” And the men lying in wait were in an inner 
chamber. But he snapped the ropes off  his arms like a 
thread. And Deli'lah said to Samson, “Until now you 
have mocked me, and told me lies; tell me how you 
might be bound.” And he said to her, “If  you weave 
the seven locks of  my head with the web and make it 
tight with the pin, then I shall become weak, and be 
like any other man.” So while he slept, Deli'lah took 
the seven locks of  his head and wove them into the 
web. And she made them tight with the pin, and said 
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to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson!” But 
he awoke from his sleep, and pulled away the pin, the 
loom, and the web.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

For use with the Second Lesson
From The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Beth-za'tha beth-ZAY-thuh

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
After this there was a feast of  the Jews, and Jesus went
up to Jerusalem. Now there is in Jerusalem by the 
Sheep Gate a pool, in Hebrew called Beth-za'tha, 
which has five porticoes. In these lay a multitude of  
invalids, blind, lame, paralyzed. One man was there, 
who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw
him and knew that he had been lying there a long time,
he said to him, “Do you want to be healed?” The sick 
man answered him, “Sir, I have no man to put me into
the pool when the water is troubled, and while I am 
going another steps down before me.” Jesus said to 
him, “Rise, take up your pallet, and walk.” And at once

YEAR 2, PROPER 14, SATURDAY: MORNING PRAYER

JUDGES 16:1–14; JOHN 5:1–18



the man was healed, and he took up his pallet and 
walked. Now that day was the sabbath. So the Jews 
said to the man who was cured, “It is the sabbath, it is 
not lawful for you to carry your pallet.” But he 
answered them, “The man who healed me said to me, 
‘Take up your pallet, and walk.’ ” They asked him, 
“Who is the man who said to you, ‘Take up your 
pallet, and walk’?” Now the man who had been healed
did not know who it was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as 
there was a crowd in the place. Afterward, Jesus found 
him in the temple, and said to him, “See, you are well! 
Sin no more, that nothing worse befall you.” The man 
went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had 
healed him. And this was why the Jews persecuted 
Jesus, because he did this on the sabbath. But Jesus 
answered them, “My Father is working still, and I am 
working.” This was why the Jews sought all the more 
to kill him, because he not only broke the sabbath but 
also called God his own Father, making himself  equal 
with God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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