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The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ezekiel
The word of  the LORD came to me: “Son of  man, you
dwell in the midst of  a rebellious house, who have 
eyes to see, but see not, who have ears to hear, but 
hear not; for they are a rebellious house. Therefore, 
son of  man, prepare for yourself  an exile’s baggage, 
and go into exile by day in their sight; you shall go like 
an exile from your place to another place in their sight.
Perhaps they will understand, though they are a 
rebellious house. You shall bring out your baggage by 
day in their sight, as baggage for exile; and you shall go
forth yourself  at evening in their sight, as men do who
must go into exile. Dig through the wall in their sight, 
and go out through it. In their sight you shall lift the 
baggage upon your shoulder, and carry it out in the 
dark; you shall cover your face, that you may not see 
the land; for I have made you a sign for the house of  
Israel.” And I did as I was commanded. I brought out 
my baggage by day, as baggage for exile, and in the 
evening I dug through the wall with my own hands;
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I went forth in the dark, carrying my outfit upon my 
shoulder in their sight.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

Psalm 39:11–15
The Reader says
Please join me in reading Psalm 39, verses 11 through 
15, found in the red Prayer Book on page 639.
(The Reader repeats the above information as needed.)

11  Take your affliction from me; *
   I am worn down by the blows of  your hand.

12  With rebukes for sin you punish us;
like a moth you eat away all that is dear to us; *

   truly, everyone is but a puff  of  wind.

13  Hear my prayer, O LORD,
and give ear to my cry; *

   hold not your peace at my tears.

14  For I am but a sojourner with you, *
   a wayfarer, as all my forebears were.
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15  Turn your gaze from me, that I may be glad 
again, *

   before I go my way and am no more.

The Reader says
Please stand for the Gospel.

The Gospel Acclamation
The Reader leads the appointed acclamation.
Reader Alleluia.
People Alleluia.
Reader The Lord is faithful in all his words *

  and merciful in all his deeds.
People Alleluia.

The Reader returns to his or her seat.
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The Holy Gospel
The Minister says The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Minister  The Holy Gospel of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew.

People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
Then Peter came up and said to Jesus, “Lord, how 
often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive 
him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I 
do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.
Therefore the kingdom of  heaven may be compared 
to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 
servants. When he began the reckoning, one was 
brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents; 
and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be 
sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, 
and payment to be made. So the servant fell on his 
knees, imploring him, ‘Lord, have patience with me, 
and I will pay you everything.’ And out of  pity for him
the lord of  that servant released him and forgave him 
the debt. But that same servant, as he went out, came 
upon one of  his fellow servants who owed him a 
hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat he said, 
‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down 
and besought him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will 
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pay you.’ He refused and went and put him in prison 
till he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants 
saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, 
and they went and reported to their lord all that had 
taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to 
him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt 
because you besought me; and should not you have 
had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on 
you?’ And in anger his lord delivered him to the jailers,
till he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly 
Father will do to every one of  you, if  you do not 
forgive your brother from your heart.”
The Minister says The Gospel of  the Lord.
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