
YEAR 2, PROPER 15, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Esh'ta-ol ESH-tay-ahl
La'ish LAY-ish
Sido'nians si-DOUGH-nee-uhns
Kir'iath-je'arim KIR-i-ath-JEE-uh-rim
Ma'haneh-dan MAY-huh-ne-dan

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Judges
In those days there was no king in Israel. And in those
days the tribe of  the Danites was seeking for itself  an 
inheritance to dwell in; for until then no inheritance 
among the tribes of  Israel had fallen to them. So the 
Danites sent five able men from the whole number of  
their tribe, from Zor'ah and from Esh'ta-ol, to spy out 
the land and to explore it; and they said to them, “Go 
and explore the land.” And they came to the hill 
country of  E'phraim, to the house of  Micah, and 
lodged there. When they were by the house of  Micah, 
they recognized the voice of  the young Levite; and 
they turned aside and said to him, “Who brought you 
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here? What are you doing in this place? What is your 
business here?” And he said to them, “Thus and thus 
has Micah dealt with me: he has hired me, and I have 
become his priest.” And they said to him, “Inquire of  
God, we pray thee, that we may know whether the 
journey on which we are setting out will succeed.” 
And the priest said to them, “Go in peace. The 
journey on which you go is under the eye of  the 
LORD.” Then the five men departed, and came to 
La'ish, and saw the people who were there, how they 
dwelt in security, after the manner of  the Sido'nians, 
quiet and unsuspecting, lacking nothing that is in the 
earth, and possessing wealth, and how they were far 
from the Sido'nians and had no dealings with any one. 
And when they came to their brethren at Zor'ah and 
Esh'ta-ol, their brethren said to them, “What do you 
report?” They said, “Arise, and let us go up against 
them; for we have seen the land, and behold, it is very 
fertile. And will you do nothing? Do not be slow to go,
and enter in and possess the land. When you go, you 
will come to an unsuspecting people. The land is 
broad; yea, God has given it into your hands, a place 
where there is no lack of  anything that is in the earth.”
And six hundred men of  the tribe of  Dan, armed with
weapons of  war, set forth from Zor'ah and Esh'ta-ol, 
and went up and encamped at Kir'iath-je'arim in 
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Judah. On this account that place is called Ma'haneh-
dan to this day; behold, it is west of  Kir'iath-je'arim. 
And they passed on from there to the hill country of  
E'phraim, and came to the house of  Micah. Then the 
five men who had gone to spy out the country of  
La'ish said to their brethren, “Do you know that in 
these houses there are an ephod, teraphim, a graven 
image, and a molten image? Now therefore consider 
what you will do.” And they turned aside thither, and 
came to the house of  the young Levite, at the home 
of  Micah, and asked him of  his welfare.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said to the Jews, “I can do nothing on my own 
authority; as I hear, I judge; and my judgment is just, 
because I seek not my own will but the will of  him 
who sent me. If  I bear witness to myself, my 
testimony is not true; there is another who bears 
witness to me, and I know that the testimony which he
bears to me is true. You sent to John, and he has 
borne witness to the truth. Not that the testimony 
which I receive is from man; but I say this that you 
may be saved. He was a burning and shining lamp, and
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you were willing to rejoice for a while in his light. But 
the testimony which I have is greater than that of  
John; for the works which the Father has granted me 
to accomplish, these very works which I am doing, 
bear me witness that the Father has sent me. And the 
Father who sent me has himself  borne witness to me. 
His voice you have never heard, his form you have 
never seen; and you do not have his word abiding in 
you, for you do not believe him whom he has sent. 
You search the scriptures, because you think that in 
them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear 
witness to me; yet you refuse to come to me that you 
may have life. I do not receive glory from men. But I 
know that you have not the love of  God within you. I 
have come in my Father’s name, and you do not 
receive me; if  another comes in his own name, him 
you will receive. How can you believe, who receive 
glory from one another and do not seek the glory that 
comes from the only God? Do not think that I shall 
accuse you to the Father; it is Moses who accuses you, 
on whom you set your hope. If  you believed Moses, 
you would believe me, for he wrote of  me. But if  you 
do not believe his writings, how will you believe my 
words?”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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