
YEAR 2, PROPER 15, WEDNESDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

La'ish LAY-ish
Beth-re′hob beth-REE-hahb
Gershom GUR-shum (hard “G”)

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Judges
Now the six hundred men of  the Danites, armed with 
their weapons of  war, stood by the entrance of  the 
gate; and the five men who had gone to spy out the 
land went up, and entered and took the graven image, 
the ephod, the teraphim, and the molten image, while 
the priest stood by the entrance of  the gate with the 
six hundred men armed with weapons of  war. And 
when these went into Micah’s house and took the 
graven image, the ephod, the teraphim, and the molten
image, the priest said to them, “What are you doing?” 
And they said to him, “Keep quiet, put your hand 
upon your mouth, and come with us, and be to us a 
father and a priest. Is it better for you to be priest to 
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the house of  one man, or to be priest to a tribe and 
family in Israel?” And the priest’s heart was glad; he 
took the ephod, and the teraphim, and the graven 
image, and went in the midst of  the people. So they 
turned and departed, putting the little ones and the 
cattle and the goods in front of  them. When they were
a good way from the home of  Micah, the men who 
were in the houses near Micah’s house were called out,
and they overtook the Danites. And they shouted to 
the Danites, who turned round and said to Micah, 
“What ails you that you come with such a company?” 
And he said, “You take my gods which I made, and 
the priest, and go away, and what have I left? How 
then do you ask me, ‘What ails you?’ ” And the 
Danites said to him, “Do not let your voice be heard 
among us, lest angry fellows fall upon you, and you 
lose your life with the lives of  your household.” Then 
the Danites went their way; and when Micah saw that 
they were too strong for him, he turned and went back
to his home. And taking what Micah had made, and 
the priest who belonged to him, the Danites came to 
La'ish, to a people quiet and unsuspecting, and smote 
them with the edge of  the sword, and burned the city 
with fire. And there was no deliverer because it was far
from Sidon, and they had no dealings with any one. It 
was in the valley which belongs to Beth-re′hob. And 
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they rebuilt the city, and dwelt in it. And they named 
the city Dan, after the name of  Dan their ancestor, 
who was born to Israel; but the name of  the city was 
La'ish at the first. And the Danites set up the graven 
image for themselves; and Jonathan the son of  
Gershom, son of  Moses, and his sons were priests to 
the tribe of  the Danites until the day of  the captivity 
of  the land. So they set up Micah’s graven image 
which he made, as long as the house of  God was at 
Shiloh.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
After this Jesus went to the other side of  the Sea of  
Galilee, which is the Sea of  Tiber'i-as. And a multitude
followed him, because they saw the signs which he did 
on those who were diseased. Jesus went up on the 
mountain, and there sat down with his disciples. Now 
the Passover, the feast of  the Jews, was at hand. 
Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a multitude 
was coming to him, Jesus said to Philip, “How are we 
to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” This he 
said to test him, for he himself  knew what he would 
do. Philip answered him, “Two hundred denarii would 
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not buy enough bread for each of  them to get a little.”
One of  his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, 
said to him, “There is a lad here who has five barley 
loaves and two fish; but what are they among so 
many?” Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now 
there was much grass in the place; so the men sat 
down, in number about five thousand. Jesus then took 
the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he 
distributed them to those who were seated; so also the 
fish, as much as they wanted. And when they had 
eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up the 
fragments left over, that nothing may be lost.” So they 
gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with 
fragments from the five barley loaves, left by those 
who had eaten. When the people saw the sign which 
he had done, they said, “This is indeed the prophet 
who is to come into the world!” Perceiving then that 
they were about to come and take him by force to 
make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain 
by himself.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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