
YEAR 2, PROPER 16, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Job
Then Job answered: “O that my vexation were 
weighed, and all my calamity laid in the balances! For 
then it would be heavier than the sand of  the sea; 
therefore my words have been rash. For the arrows of  
the Almighty are in me; my spirit drinks their poison; 
the terrors of  God are arrayed against me. O that I 
might have my request, and that God would grant my 
desire; that it would please God to crush me, that he 
would let loose his hand and cut me off! This would 
be my consolation; I would even exult in pain 
unsparing; for I have not denied the words of  the 
Holy One. What is my strength, that I should wait? 
And what is my end, that I should be patient? Is my 
strength the strength of  stones, or is my flesh bronze? 
In truth I have no help in me, and any resource is 
driven from me. He who withholds kindness from a 
friend forsakes the fear of  the Almighty. My brethren 
are treacherous as a torrent-bed, as freshets that pass 
away. Such you have now become to me; you see my 
calamity, and are afraid.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Many of  Jesus’ disciples, when they heard it, said, 
“This is a hard saying; who can listen to it?” But Jesus, 
knowing in himself  that his disciples murmured at it, 
said to them, “Do you take offense at this? Then what 
if  you were to see the Son of  man ascending where he
was before? It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh is of
no avail; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit 
and life. But there are some of  you that do not 
believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who those were
that did not believe, and who it was that would betray 
him. And he said, “This is why I told you that no one 
can come to me unless it is granted him by the 
Father.” After this many of  his disciples drew back 
and no longer went about with him. Jesus said to the 
twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?” Simon Peter 
answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have 
the words of  eternal life; and we have believed, and 
have come to know, that you are the Holy One of  
God.” Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, 
the twelve, and one of  you is a devil?” He spoke of  
Judas the son of  Simon Iscariot, for he, one of  the 
twelve, was to betray him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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