
YEAR 2, PROPER 16, THURSDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Job
Bildad the Shu'hite answered: “How long will you say 
these things, and the words of  your mouth be a great 
wind? Does God pervert justice? Or does the 
Almighty pervert the right? If  your children have 
sinned against him, he has delivered them into the 
power of  their transgression. If  you will seek God and
make supplication to the Almighty, if  you are pure and
upright, surely then he will rouse himself  for you and 
reward you with a rightful habitation. And though 
your beginning was small, your latter days will be very 
great. For inquire, I pray you, of  bygone ages, and 
consider what the fathers have found; for we are but 
of  yesterday, and know nothing, for our days on earth 
are a shadow. Will they not teach you, and tell you, and
utter words out of  their understanding? Behold, God 
will not reject a blameless man, nor take the hand of  
evildoers. He will yet fill your mouth with laughter, 
and your lips with shouting. Those who hate you will
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be clothed with shame, and the tent of  the wicked will 
be no more.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
About the middle of  the feast of  Tabernacles, Jesus 
went up into the temple and taught. The Jews 
marveled at it, saying, “How is it that this man has 
learning, when he has never studied?” So Jesus 
answered them, “My teaching is not mine, but his who
sent me; if  any man’s will is to do his will, he shall 
know whether the teaching is from God or whether I 
am speaking on my own authority. He who speaks on 
his own authority seeks his own glory; but he who 
seeks the glory of  him who sent him is true, and in 
him there is no falsehood. Did not Moses give you the
law? Yet none of  you keeps the law. Why do you seek 
to kill me?” The people answered, “You have a 
demon! Who is seeking to kill you?” Jesus answered 
them, “I did one deed, and you all marvel at it. Moses 
gave you circumcision (not that it is from Moses, but 
from the fathers), and you circumcise a man upon the 
sabbath. If  on the sabbath a man receives 
circumcision, so that the law of  Moses may not be 
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broken, are you angry with me because on the sabbath
I made a man’s whole body well? Do not judge by 
appearances, but judge with right judgment.” Some of  
the people of  Jerusalem therefore said, “Is not this the
man whom they seek to kill? And here he is, speaking 
openly, and they say nothing to him! Can it be that the 
authorities really know that this is the Christ? Yet we 
know where this man comes from; and when the 
Christ appears, no one will know where he comes 
from.” So Jesus proclaimed, as he taught in the temple,
“You know me, and you know where I come from? 
But I have not come of  my own accord; he who sent 
me is true, and him you do not know. I know him, for 
I come from him, and he sent me.” So they sought to 
arrest him; but no one laid hands on him, because his 
hour had not yet come. Yet many of  the people 
believed in him; they said, “When the Christ appears, 
will he do more signs than this man has done?” The 
Pharisees heard the crowd thus muttering about him, 
and the chief  priests and Pharisees sent officers to 
arrest him. Jesus then said, “I shall be with you a little 
longer, and then I go to him who sent me; you will 
seek me and you will not find me; where I am you 
cannot come.” The Jews said to one another, “Where 
does this man intend to go that we shall not find him? 
Does he intend to go to the Dispersion among the 
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Greeks and teach the Greeks? What does he mean by 
saying, ‘You will seek me and you will not find me,’ 
and, ‘Where I am you cannot come’?”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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