
YEAR 2, PROPER 18, WEDNESDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Job
And Job again took up his discourse, and said: “But 
now they make sport of  me, men who are younger 
than I, whose fathers I would have disdained to set 
with the dogs of  my flock. What could I gain from the
strength of  their hands, men whose vigor is gone? 
And now my soul is poured out within me; days of  
affliction have taken hold of  me. The night racks my 
bones, and the pain that gnaws me takes no rest. With 
violence it seizes my garment; it binds me about like 
the collar of  my tunic. God has cast me into the mire, 
and I have become like dust and ashes. I cry to thee 
and thou dost not answer me; I stand, and thou dost 
not heed me. Thou hast turned cruel to me; with the 
might of  thy hand thou dost persecute me. Thou 
liftest me up on the wind, thou makest me ride on it, 
and thou tossest me about in the roar of  the storm. 
Yea, I know that thou wilt bring me to death, and to 
the house appointed for all living. Yet does not one in 
a heap of  ruins stretch out his hand, and in his disaster
cry for help? Did not I weep for him whose day was 
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hard? Was not my soul grieved for the poor? But when
I looked for good, evil came; and when I waited for 
light, darkness came. My heart is in turmoil, and is 
never still; days of  affliction come to meet me. I go 
about blackened, but not by the sun; I stand up in the 
assembly, and cry for help. I am a brother of  jackals, 
and a companion of  ostriches. My skin turns black 
and falls from me, and my bones burn with heat. My 
lyre is turned to mourning, and my pipe to the voice 
of  those who weep.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
A certain man was ill, Laz'arus of  Bethany, the village 
of  Mary and her sister Martha. It was Mary who 
anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped his feet 
with her hair, whose brother Laz'arus was ill. So the 
sisters sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is
ill.” But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness is not
unto death; it is for the glory of  God, so that the Son 
of  God may be glorified by means of  it.” Now Jesus 
loved Martha and her sister and Laz'arus. So when he 
heard that he was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 
place where he was. Then after this he said to the 

YEAR 2, PROPER 18, WEDNESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

JOB 29:1, 30:1–2, 16–31; JOHN 11:1–16



disciples, “Let us go into Judea again.” The disciples 
said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were but now seeking to 
stone you, and are you going there again?” Jesus 
answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the day? If  
any one walks in the day, he does not stumble, because
he sees the light of  this world. But if  any one walks in 
the night, he stumbles, because the light is not in him.”
Thus he spoke, and then he said to them, “Our friend 
Laz'arus has fallen asleep, but I go to awake him out 
of  sleep.” The disciples said to him, “Lord, if  he has 
fallen asleep, he will recover.” Now Jesus had spoken 
of  his death, but they thought that he meant taking 
rest in sleep. Then Jesus told them plainly, “Laz'arus is 
dead; and for your sake I am glad that I was not there, 
so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, 
“Let us also go, that we may die with him.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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