
YEAR 2, PROPER 18, THURSDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Abaddon uh-BAD-uhn

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Job
And Job again took up his discourse, and said: “I have 
made a covenant with my eyes; how then could I look 
upon a virgin? What would be my portion from God 
above, and my heritage from the Almighty on high? 
Does not calamity befall the unrighteous, and disaster 
the workers of  iniquity? Does not he see my ways, and
number all my steps? If  I have walked with falsehood, 
and my foot has hastened to deceit; (Let me be 
weighed in a just balance, and let God know my 
integrity!) if  my step has turned aside from the way, 
and my heart has gone after my eyes, and if  any spot 
has cleaved to my hands; then let me sow, and another 
eat; and let what grows for me be rooted out. If  my 
heart has been enticed to a woman, and I have lain in 
wait at my neighbor’s door; then let my wife grind for 
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another, and let others bow down upon her. For that 
would be a heinous crime; that would be an iniquity to 
be punished by the judges; for that would be a fire 
which consumes unto Abaddon, and it would burn to 
the root all my increase. If  I have rejected the cause of
my manservant or my maidservant, when they brought
a complaint against me; what then shall I do when 
God rises up? When he makes inquiry, what shall I 
answer him? Did not he who made me in the womb 
make him? And did not one fashion us in the womb? 
If  I have withheld anything that the poor desired, or 
have caused the eyes of  the widow to fail, or have 
eaten my morsel alone, and the fatherless has not 
eaten of  it (for from his youth I reared him as a father,
and from his mother’s womb I guided him); if  I have 
seen any one perish for lack of  clothing, or a poor 
man without covering; if  his loins have not blessed 
me, and if  he was not warmed with the fleece of  my 
sheep; if  I have raised my hand against the fatherless, 
because I saw help in the gate; then let my shoulder 
blade fall from my shoulder, and let my arm be broken
from its socket. For I was in terror of  calamity from 
God, and I could not have faced his majesty.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
When Jesus came to Bethany, he found that Laz'arus 
had already been in the tomb four days. Bethany was 
near Jerusalem, about two miles off, and many of  the 
Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them 
concerning their brother. When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 
sat in the house. Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if  you 
had been here, my brother would not have died. And 
even now I know that whatever you ask from God, 
God will give you.” Jesus said to her, “Your brother 
will rise again.” Martha said to him, “I know that he 
will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus 
said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life; he who
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and 
whoever lives and believes in me shall never die. Do 
you believe this?” She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I 
believe that you are the Christ, the Son of  God, he 
who is coming into the world.” When she had said 
this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying quietly,
“The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” And 
when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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