
YEAR 2, PROPER 18, SATURDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Job
Then the LORD answered Job out of  the whirlwind: 
“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without 
knowledge? Gird up your loins like a man, I will 
question you, and you shall declare to me. Where were
you when I laid the foundation of  the earth? Tell me, 
if  you have understanding. Who determined its 
measurements—surely you know! Or who stretched 
the line upon it? On what were its bases sunk, or who 
laid its cornerstone, when the morning stars sang 
together, and all the sons of  God shouted for joy? Or 
who shut in the sea with doors, when it burst forth 
from the womb; when I made clouds its garment, and 
thick darkness its swaddling band, and prescribed 
bounds for it, and set bars and doors, and said, ‘Thus 
far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your 
proud waves be stayed’? Have you commanded the 
morning since your days began, and caused the dawn 
to know its place, that it might take hold of  the skirts 
of  the earth, and the wicked be shaken out of  it? It is 
changed like clay under the seal, and it is dyed like a 
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garment. From the wicked their light is withheld, and 
their uplifted arm is broken. Have you entered into the
springs of  the sea, or walked in the recesses of  the 
deep? Have the gates of  death been revealed to you, 
or have you seen the gates of  deep darkness?”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Many of  the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary
and had seen what he did, believed in him; but some 
of  them went to the Pharisees and told them what 
Jesus had done. So the chief  priests and the Pharisees 
gathered the council, and said, “What are we to do? 
For this man performs many signs. If  we let him go 
on thus, every one will believe in him, and the Romans
will come and destroy both our holy place and our 
nation.” But one of  them, Cai'aphas, who was high 
priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at 
all; you do not understand that it is expedient for you 
that one man should die for the people, and that the 
whole nation should not perish.” He did not say this 
of  his own accord, but being high priest that year he 
prophesied that Jesus should die for the nation, and 
not for the nation only, but to gather into one the 
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children of  God who are scattered abroad. So from 
that day on they took counsel how to put him to 
death. Jesus therefore no longer went about openly 
among the Jews, but went from there to the country 
near the wilderness, to a town called E'phraim; and 
there he stayed with the disciples.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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